Suppression of malaria with monthly administration of combined sulphadoxine and pyrimethamine.
A trial of suppression of malaria by administration of combined sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine tablets every 28 days was undertaken in West Malaysia during 1972. One thousand subjects were followed over a 10-month period, including control groups on placebo and on weekly chloroquine. Subjects were examined monthly for parasitaemia, drug reactions, leucopenia, teratogenicity and haemolysis among the subjects deficient in glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase. Rates of new infections in the placebo group were 8.0% with Plasmodium falciparum and 6.2% with P. vivax; in the group receiving weekly chloroquine, 5.1% P. falciparum and 0.3% P. vivax; and in the group receiving monthly sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine, 0.3% P. Falciparum and 1.0% P. vivax. The effective rate of cure of new infections with P. falciparum by a single suppressive dose of combined sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine given the following month was 88.7%. No serious side effects were observed.